How to prepare for
meeting with a

designer

BY KATIE LAUGHRIDGE
Tribune News Service

Working with a designer is an
exciting opportunity to take your
design dreams to the next level. A
designer’s role is to help you think
outside the box and arrive at a
design destination that you might
not have otherwise traveled.

A client-designer relationship is
like a dance. We're happy to take
the lead, but if both dancers know
the footwork, generally things can
progress a little more in step. If
you’re a tad bit unsure of how to
begin this process, you can do a
little bit of prep work prior to
meeting your designer that will
help ensure your design meetings
run smoothly.

Before you meet with your
designer, think through these
things.

Know what you like (and what
you don’t). If you know you hate
red, it’s OK to say it. We love
hearing what you don’t like just as
much as what you do. It makes
the process go so much more
smoothly. When you are familiar
with and can articulate what you
like - and sometimes more impor-
tantly, what you don’t like - your
designer can more quickly and
accurately identify the right de-
sign concept for your space.
Be realistic about your lifestyle
“and how you are going to use
your space. When meeting with
you, we might ask questions about
components of your lifestyle and
how your space needs to function,
and anything that might point us
in a particular direction regarding
furniture frames, fabrics and
more. If you have pets or small
children, for example, we might
steer you toward performance
fabrics that are easy to clean.
How do you want your furniture
to feel? Are you a fan of the feel
and look of crushed velvet, or are
you looking for a chunky woven
organic texture in your fabric? If
you know you're needing a per-
formance fabric but are worried

about them feeling hard or stiff,
I’'m excited to tell you that per-
formance fabric has come a long
way in recent years, and can feel
just as rich and buttery as tradi-
tional piles.

Additionally, think about what
kind of cushions you are after and
the kind of maintenance you're
willing to take on. Are you a die-
hard fan of down, or do you need
something with more support? Do
you want to set and forget, or are
you prepared to fluff after each
use? There is no wrong answer.
All options produce beautiful
results. Just know what your life-
style requires.

Be prepared. Before you meet
with a designer, here are a few
things you can do on your own to
prepare:

e Turn to social media for in-
spiration. Save a post if you find a
piece you love, and show your
designer during your appoint-
ment.

e Collect swatches of wall col-
ors, wall coverings and flooring
from spaces you wish to keep
as-is, and fabric swatches for
existing pieces you want to work
into your new space.

e Measure your room, not only
taking into account the length and
width of the room, but note where
the windows and doors are locat-
ed in the space. One measure-
ment we often see left out is the
height and width of the doorways
(and hallways and stairwells)
through which the furniture will
need to fit in order to enter the
space. Include a floor plan if you
can (don’t worry, a quick sketch is
sufficient).

e Create a mood board, if you
feel so inclined. These can be
made physically, but oftentimes I
find a digital version is a great
place to start. Include design
inspiration you like, and fabric
and wallpaper snippets from your
home if you intend to keep them.

' This is not a necessary step to do

on your own, but it’s a great way
for a designer to get a visual rep-
resentation of your personal style.
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